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Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Savill Hall, Cattistock on Monday, 30th January 2017 commencing 
at 7.30 pm.  
 
Present 
Mr Mitchell (Vice Chairman), Ms Browning and Messrs Lashbrook, Gregory, Anderson and Tosswill were present. 
 
In Attendance 
Mrs K Sheehan (Clerk)  
Ms M Harpur, Mrs E Laidler, Mr S Lavan (for the democratic period only) 
Cllr M Penfold (WDDC), Cllr J Haynes (DCC) (until end of Higher Authority reports). 
 
Democratic Period 
The democratic period took place prior to the formal meeting.  
Mrs Laidler raised the issue of dog faeces in plastic bags being thrown into her garden from the adjacent footpath, 
stating that the PCSO had recommended contacting the Parish Council.  
Action: Clerk to contact WDDC Environmental Health to obtain advice and prices for effective signage. 
Ms Harpur requested an update on the pedestrian refuge and Back Lane issues raised at the previous meeting. The 
Clerk reported that the County Council had confirmed they were responsible for Back Lane and the officer in question 
was due to inspect it in the next week or so. Ms Harpur and Cllr Lashbrook confirmed they would try to meet the 
officer on site.  The Clerk added that the Community Highways team had passed the pedestrian refuge proposal to the 
Strategic Design team who would be conducting a small feasibility study.  Following this an idea of options and costs 
could be given, but it had been suggested match funding of 30% from the Parish Council might be required.  Cllr Haynes 
noted that any work in this area would need to be co-ordinated with work to improve access to the bench. 
Action: Clerk to share information about feasibility study with Cllr Haynes, who will liaise with relevant Highways 
Officers. 
   
17/001.  Apologies  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Palmer, Sennett and Browne.  
 
17/002.  Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interests 
Cllrs Anderson, Browning and Sennett have declared an interest in the item on Mill Lane by virtue of proximity of their 
properties to the proposed development. 
 
17/003.  Higher Authority Reports 
a. West Dorset District Council 
Cllr Penfold reported that following consultation on local government reorganisation in Dorset, WDDC has now met 
and voted in favour of a two-unitary arrangement.  However, some District Councils are yet to vote.  The project was 
anticipated to save £26m p/a. 
b. Dorset County Council 
Cllr Haynes reported that the Rampisham solar farm site had now been moved to the opposite side of the road, and 
that a management plan for the SSSI had been agreed. She noted that after she had requested several times that the 
trees be cut back at the sign in Holywell, she had been told that a date for the work would be confirmed later in the 
week.  New proposals received from the Boundary Commission would see Frome St Quintin fall into Sherborne rural, 
separated from the rest of the grouped parishes.  Some discussion took place about the proposals around Primary 
Care reorganisation in West Dorset.  Cllr Haynes reported that a considerable overspend was anticipated in Adult 
Social Care, which was a national problem due to care providers increasing charges by 15% in the past year. However, 
there were no plans for mandatory closure of GP surgeries although there might be some voluntary closures.  Cllr 
Mitchell raised concerns about the expectations of Parish Councils to meet services devolved from higher authorities. 
Cllr Haynes reassured the FVPC that they would not be expected to plan, organise, schedule and budget for these 
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services in general. The role of the PC would be to identify specific issues and ask for them to be resolved on a case-
by-case basis. (What the PC would be expected to pay for was not clear).  
 
Cllrs Haynes and Penfold left the meeting. 
 
17/004.   Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
Minutes of the last meeting held on 28th November 2016 had been previously circulated and were unanimously 
approved and signed by the Vice Chairman in the absence of the Chairman. 
Proposed: Cllr G Browning  Seconded: Cllr I Anderson    RESOLVED 
 
17/005.  Matters arising from Last Meeting   

a. Chilfrome Flooding 
Cllr Tosswill reported that dredging had taken place but there were clearly some grey areas of 
responsibilities with different parts falling to different agencies. This made it difficult to get the whole 
problem resolved satisfactorily.  
Action:  Clerk to write to the responsible officer at DCC to ask them to request that the owner of the 
sluice gate removes it. 

b. Signpost Repair Project 
The Clerk read a written update from Cllr Palmer stating that the lettering had now been received and that 
she was sourcing air dried oak. 

            c.    Back Lane, Cattistock and d. Pedestrian Refuge proposal were discussed above as part of the Public session. 
 
17/006.  Financial Matters 

a. To authorise payments for goods and services received since the last meeting 
 Payments were authorised for the following: 

 

Cheque No Value(£) Comment 

100677 £734.54 Staff salary and expenses (Dec and January) 

100676 £476 Fingerpost lettering (Reimbursement for stopped cheque) 

100678 £15 Hall hire 

100022 £99 Play equipment inspection fee 

Proposed: Cllr I Mitchell  Seconded: Cllr I Gregory  RESOLVED FOR PAYMENT 
 
b.   To authorise a change to the mandate to add K Sheehan and change the signing rules on all the FVPC bank 
accounts 
A proposal to add K Sheehan to the mandate as a signatory and to change the signing rules on all bank accounts 
to ‘any two signatories to sign’ was considered and resolved. 
Proposed: Cllr I Mitchell  Seconded: Cllr I Gregory  RESOLVED 

 
17/007.  Development Applications 

a. Following circulation to Councillors and discussion the council agreed responses to development 
applications received since the last meeting, namely: 

• WD/CA/17/00014 – Clare Cottage, 2 Duck St, Cattistock. Reduce crown of cherry by up to 15% - 
no objections 

• WD/D/16/002905 – Chantmarle Manor House and 4 cottages. Change of use – no objections 

• WD/D/16/002723 – Heavens Gate, Chilfrome. Variation of planning approval – no objections 

• WD/D/16/002724 – Heavens Gate, Chilfrome. Installation of kitchen and erection of porch (LBC) 
– no objections 

b. The Council noted the development decisions received since the last meeting, namely: 

• None. 

Cllr Gregory noted that the application at Mill Lane was still under consideration using the misleading title. 

Action: Clerk to write to WDDC planning to reiterate concerns about the ‘title’ of the application. 
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17/008.  Correspondence 

The following matters were discussed: 

• The proposed removal of telephone kiosks in Chilfrome, Frome St Quintin and Cattistock.  

The Council, through the Clerk, had objected to the removal of the three kiosks, looking at 

potentially adopting the Chilfrome and Cattistock boxes.  Nothing further had been heard 

from BT or WDDC. 

• Dorset Knob Throwing funds.  Cllr Gregory reported that there were a number of 

defibrillator packages available. The South West Ambulance Trust provided a package 

including all extras and training for four years costing £1800.  Cllr Gregory added that he 

would report back on each option at the March meeting but felt that more money was likely 

to be required. 

• Service devolution from Higher Authorities was discussed earlier in the meeting. 

9. To note the action on other correspondence received since the last meeting 

Members noted that numerous emails had been circulated by the Clerk for information.  Cllr Anderson asked 

if the Cattistock tidy up could happen again this year.  

Action: Clerk to contact P Dobbs to see if he would be willing to undertake the organisation of the event 

this year.  Possible dates of 25th March or 1st April, publicity in Chimes. 

Members also discussed the possibility of contacting those members of the public who had earlier attended 

the meeting to gauge interest in joining the Parish Council. 

Action: Clerk to check number and status of vacancies and make contact with residents concerned. 

Action: Clerk to contact Mr Watts at Maiden Newton and Cattistock FC to ask if the hedge by the telegraph 

pole could be cut back before nesting season. 

Action: To review the situation regarding the old BT poles at the March meeting.  Cllr Tosswill to find out 

contact details for BT team responsible. 

It was agreed that future agendas should include a penultimate item on the agenda entitled “Other relevant 

information” to receive any relevant information not already discussed.  

 

10. Arrangements for the next meeting 

A meeting was arranged for Monday 27th March 7.30pm in Savill Hall, Cattistock. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.20pm.        
          

 
 
 
 

............................................................... 
Chairman 


