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Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Savill Hall, Cattistock on Monday, 28th November 2016 
commencing at 7.30 pm.  
 
Present 
Mr Mitchell (Vice Chairman), Ms Browning and Messrs Lashbrook, Browne, Sennett, Anderson and Tosswill were 
present. 
 
In Attendance 
Mr P Dobbs, Mrs K Sheehan (Clerk), Ms M Harpur (for the democratic period only). 
 
Democratic Period 
The democratic period took place prior to the formal meeting.  Ms Harpur raised issues relating to the condition and 
maintenance of Back Lane, Cattistock and also a proposal to instate a pedestrian refuge to reduce the speed of traffic 
through the Square, Cattistock. 
Action: Clerk to contact Land Registry regarding the ownership of Back Lane, Clerk to consult Highways regarding 
the viability of a pedestrian refuge in The Square. 
   
1. Apologies  
Apologies were received from Ms Palmer and Mr Gregory, also Cllrs Haynes and Penfold.  
 
2. Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interests 
Cllrs Anderson, Browning, and Sennett declared an interest in the planning application at item 7a) by virtue of living in 
close proximity to the application site.  They all declared that they would not vote on this matter. 
Cllr Mitchell noted that he had an interest in the planning application relating to Brook Cottage at item 7b) but that 
this was a ‘for information’ item anyway. 
All members were reminded that a dispensation for the duration of the council had been granted at the previous year’s 
budget meeting and this permitted all members to participate and vote on budget matters, despite all having a 
pecuniary interest in the level of the precept. 
 
3. Higher Authority Reports 
None.    

4.  Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Minutes of the last meeting held on 26th September 2016 had been previously circulated and were unanimously 
approved and signed by the Vice Chairman in the absence of the Chairman. 
 
5. Matters arising from Last Meeting   

a. Chilfrome Flooding 
Cllr Tosswill reported that dredging was now scheduled but the obstruction remains.  The item was noted 
for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council. 
Action:  Clerk to bring issue to next meeting of the PC 
 

b. Signpost Repair Project 
The lettering for the damaged fingerposts of the Sandhills signpost had now been received and further 
updates would be given at the next meeting. 

 
6. Financial Matters 

a. To authorise payments for goods and services received since the last meeting 
 Payments were authorised for the following: 
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Cheque No Value(£) Comment 

100670 £15 Room hire 

100671 £476 Fingerpost lettering 

100672 £446.29 Outgoing Clerk’s salary Oct/Nov 

100673 £237.00 PAYE for both Clerks 

100674 £111.60 Reimbursement of PAYE pd by P Dobbs personally to HMRC 

100675 £521.40 Incoming Clerk’s salary Sept/Oct/Nov 

 
 
b.   To appoint an internal auditor for the 2016/17 financial year 
Mrs M Harding was appointed as the internal auditor for the 16/17 financial year. 

 
c.   To consider the budget and precept for 2017/18 
 Members considered the proposed budget, circulated prior to the meeting.  It was noted that the current 
financial position showed an underspend but that commitments to the Clerk’s salary, the payments 
authorised at the November meeting etc would account for much of this in the remainder of Q3 and Q4.  
Reserves were noted to be adequate and members considered a suggestion of budgeting for service 
devolution from the County and Districts, particularly in Highways, where Parish Councils were being asked 
to fund some works. It was proposed by Cllr Anderson, seconded by Cllr Browning and duly resolved to raise 
the 2017/18 precept at £10,000. 

 
d.   To authorise a change to the mandate to add K Sheehan and remove P Dobbs 
Members authorised a change to the mandate to add K Sheehan (incoming Clerk) and remove P Dobbs 
(outgoing Clerk) as signatories. 
 

 7. Development Applications 
a. Following circulation to Councillors and comments made the council responses to development 

applications received since the last meeting were noted, namely: 

 WD/D/16/002264 – 4 Railway Cottages, Holywell – no objection 

 WD/D/16/002353 – Pittsteps, Chantmarle – no overall objections but some concerns over access 

 WD/D/16/002178 – Land forming part of the Post Office and Stores.  After some discussion, 
members resolved to recommend refusal to this application on the basis of: 

 Vehicular access both during and after build 
 No place to store building materials except on the road 
 Pedestrian access during and after the build - access to village stores from Mill View 
 Problems with the drainage of surface water 
 Visual impact in a conservation area 

b. The Council noted the development decisions received since the last meeting, namely: 

 WD/D/16/001619/LBC – Brook Cottage, Chilfrome – withdrawn 

c. Members noted that planning applications would now be circulated electronically due to the 

removal of paper copies by the District Council.  If members required hard copies of plans going forward, 

they were asked to notify the Clerk who would request such from the agents. 

8. Correspondence 

The following matters were discussed: 

 The proposed removal of telephone kiosks in Chilfrome, Frome St Quintin and Cattistock.  

Members agreed that they would arrange to canvass opinion in their local areas and 

respond to the consultation accordingly. Action: Clerk to check how much insuring a kiosk 

would cost.  Members to seek opinion and respond to consultation accordingly.  Clerk to 

write to WDDC to emphasise the poor publicity surrounding this consultation and request 

more time. 
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 The proposed rationalisation of primary care in West Dorset.  Action: Clerk to write to Chair 

of West Dorset CCG to highlight concerns over lack of publicity and consultation. Cllrs to 

encourage residents to respond to consultation. 

 Proposal from a resident to remove hazel trees adjoining the public footpath across Kennel 

Field. After discussion members agreed that they would support the idea of removing the 

trees, two members did not comment due to not being familiar with the site. 

 Update request from DKT Committee.  Members noted that the bench had been sourced 

and the fingerpost was in progress but that there were outstanding queries surrounding the 

defibrillator which had not yet been addressed. 

9. To note the action on other correspondence received since the last meeting 

Members noted that numerous emails had been circulated by the Clerk for information. 

 

10. Arrangements for the next meeting 

A meeting was arranged for Monday 30th January 2017, 7.30pm in Savill Hall, Cattistock. 

Cllr Sennett asked that the issue of agricultural occupancy tie at Sandhills be considered at the next meeting. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.25pm.        
          

 
 
 
 

............................................................... 
Chairman 


