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Frome Valley Parish Council  Chair…………………………………. 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Savill Hall, Cattistock on Monday, 18th September 2017 
commencing at 7.30 pm.  
 
Present 
Cllr Palmer (Chair)    Cllr Tosswill 
Cllr Mitchell      Cllr Lashbrook 
Cllr Kilby     Cllr Sennett      
Cllr Browning     Cllr Harpur 
Cllr Browne     Cllr Gregory 
 
In Attendance 
Mrs K Sheehan (Clerk) 
Cllr M Penfold (WDDC)  
Mr M Gardiner (Rights of Way Officer) 
1 member of the public 
 
Democratic Period 
The democratic period took place prior to the formal meeting.  
Mr King from Chalmington addressed the Parish Council regarding the recent planning application relating to glamping, 
a farm shop and cider production (amongst other proposed activities) at The Cider Orchard, Chalmington.  He raised 
a number of new concerns and wanted to update members on a number of aspects of the application which he felt 
lacked clarity, including pre-application advice given by an agricultural consultancy, detail of the application and 
absence of any assessment of site suitability.  Cllr Palmer thanked Mr King for the update and asked the Clerk to clarify 
whether submissions would be accepted by the WDDC planning portal even though the deadline had now passed.   
   
17/042.  Apologies  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Anderson and Lashbrook.  
 
17/043.  Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interests 
None. 
 
17/044.   Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
Minutes of the last meeting held on 17th July 2017 had been previously circulated and were unanimously approved 
and signed by the Chair. 
Proposed: Cllr Gregory    Seconded: Cllr Harpur    RESOLVED 
 
17/045.  Matters arising from Last Meeting   
a.   Chilfrome Flooding 
The Clerk reported that the sluice gate had now been hinged, this work was confirmed as complete by the County 
Council.  Councillors agreed to wait and see how well the gate worked in the future. 
b.    Back Lane, Cattistock  
The Clerk reported once again that no one on the Ranger or Countryside team had responded to requests to assist 
with Back Lane.  Cllr Penfold agreed to assist in liaison with Cllr Haynes with this matter. The Clerk reported that she 
had applied for a small pot of funding from the County Council to assist with the resurfacing but understood there had 
been a great number of applications for this funding.  Some discussions took place about alternative sources of funding 
for the works and it was agreed that it would be sensible to cost the project. 
Action: Cllr Penfold to ask Cllr Haynes to chase up the Countryside team.  Cllr Harpur to source three quotes from 
local farmers for works to Back Lane to improve surface and drainage.  Clerk to investigate how to get permission 
to proceed with the works in preparation for a decision on how to move forward at November’s meeting. 
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c.   Update on Defibrillator 
Cllr Gregory reported that the defibrillator had now been successfully installed on the side of the Savill Hall for a 
temporary period of time. Cllr Gregory stated that the Fete Committee had purchased the traditional red kiosk some 
time ago and hoped it could be installed and house the defibrillator once the adoption was complete and the modern 
kiosk could be removed. The Clerk reported that no news had been received on the progress of the adoption of the 
‘phone kiosks.  A training session was provided as part of the defibrillator package and this had been arranged for 
5.30pm on 17th October 2017.  A flyer had been prepared and after some discussion the Parish Council agreed to meet 
printing costs, and supply PC contact details for the back of the leaflet. 
The proposal that the PC should meet printing costs, estimated to be approximately £150: 
Proposed: Cllr Browning   Seconded: Cllr Sennett     RESOLVED 
Action: Clerk to supply text for rear of leaflet to Cllr Gregory.  Cllr Gregory to arrange for PC to be invoiced for 
printing costs. 
d.   BT Poles 
The Clerk had made contact with a Regional Director at BT who had agreed to look at Engineer call sheets to see if the 
works were programmed.   
e.   Dog Fouling Signage 
The Clerk reported that, with the assistance of Cllr Sennett, sets of dog fouling signage had been ordered from the 
County Council due to the order deadline falling before this meeting. 
 
17/046.  Higher Authority Reports 
a. Dorset County Council 
None.  
b. West Dorset District Council 
Cllr Penfold reported that: 

• News of the unitary authority proposals was now expected at the end of September 

• A meeting on the future of Dorchester Town Centre was scheduled for 26th September  

• No questions were raised   
 
17/047.  Financial Matters 
a.   To authorise payments for goods and services received since the last meeting 
Payments were authorised for the following: 
 

Cheque No Value(£) Comment 

100692 598.14 Staff Salary and expenses 

100693 250.86 DAPTC subs 

100694 156.00 BDO – external audit fee 

100695 15.00 Savill Hall Committee – Hall hire 

Proposed: Cllr G Browning   Seconded: Cllr B Sennett  RESOLVED FOR PAYMENT 
Action: Clerk to enquire about annual payment of hall hire fees. 
 
17/048.  Development Applications 
a.   Planning Applications currently in circulation: 
None. 
b.   To note development decisions received since the last meeting: 
Those listed on the agenda were noted, in addition Members noted that the application relating to Greenings had 

also been approved since the agenda was published. 

 

17/049.  Correspondence 

The following matters were discussed: 

a.    Agricultural Occupancy ties at Sandhills and Tenancy update at Ringer’s Plot 

Cllr Sennett reported that the planning enforcement officers had investigated this matter at the Parish Council’s 

request and had found the occupancy to be valid.  Members noted that the higher authorities were still depending 
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on local information as there was no register of these ties.  Cllr Palmer suggested that the Parish Council should 

compile its own register for reference.  The Clerk reported that the new tenant had moved into Ringer’s Plot and 

members noted the weight carried by local ties in these applications, welcoming the fact that the local covenant 

worked well in this case. 

Action: Councillors to submit details of local properties with agricultural ties to the Clerk. 

b. To note action on other correspondence received since the last meeting 

Members noted that: 

• An additional statement from the Parish Council had been submitted to the Planning Inspector in respect 

of the Barnhayes Farm appeal; and 

• An application to the Cattistock Community Fund had been submitted in respect of the shortfall for the 

defibrillator. 

 

17/050.  Other Relevant Information 

Cllr Gregory raised concerns about overgrown vegetation at Meecher’s Corner but Cllrs Browning and Harpur stated 

that in the past couple of days works had been undertaken to rectify this.  Cllr Palmer noted that speed on the bend 

was an ongoing problem. Mr Gardiner commented that he had been assessing the state of local paths and was 

hoping to submit an application to Tara Hansford at the County Council for gates and stiles for Voss Lane.  

 

17/042.  Arrangements and items for the next meeting 

The next meeting was set for Monday 27th November, starting at 7.30pm in the Savill Hall, Cattistock. 

Items for the agenda to include: 

• Budget 

• Chairman’s ceremonial medal from safe deposit box 

• Review of lease documents from safe deposit box 

 

The meeting finished at 9.00pm. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


